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Overview: 

The European Parliament’s published a report on EU options for improving access to medicines.

While certainly welcomed by the healthcare community, the Alliance is of the opinion that, while 
the report addresses broad issues in respect of medicine pricing, transparency and certain strategies
put in place by the pharmaceutical industry that create problems for patient access to treatment and
drugs, it does not cover many other necessary areas, not least prevention as well as over- and un-
der-treatment (a growing issue) and shortage of medicine in certain Member States.

There are many and varied reasons to explain why patient access to the right treatment at the right 
time is being delayed, blocked and made inequitable.  Chief among them are the way we share 
data - we are complicating the issues around data sharing when data (at least paper documents) 
were always shared.  We have what has been dubbed ‘a data cemetery’ which buries excellent re-
sources because we cannot get access.

No one stakeholder is to blame, but every stakeholder has a responsibility to address the situation. 

This workshop, with a multistakeholder panel is designed to elicit  responses from the healthcare 
community to understand the way that they see as the future direction. 

Among areas that need to come under scrutiny and be debated are:

• The need to focus on access to healthcare systems. There is currently an over-emphasis on 
medicines, and these are only one aspect of healthcare

• In these troubled times of austerity and ageing populations, we need to re-organise how 
modern healthcare works - by using all stakeholders

• We need to address the differences, not only between countries but also between regions 
within individual countries - which often show that there is a need for regulatory balance, 
so that it is not always top-down.

• We need to look closely at the role of regulators when it comes to facilitating changes

• There is a keen, urgent and vital need to put systems in place to support innovation, and:

    • There should be equilibrium in patient access across the EU, whereas we currently 
have a huge imbalance in that regard
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AGENDA

14.00 – 14.15 Welcome
 
                                       Chair: Denis Horgan, Executive Director, EAPM

Welcome: Denis Horgan, Executive Director, EAPM 
Robin Doeswijk, European Affairs, European Hematology Association

                                       

14.15 – 15.15                Setting the Framework 

- Ministry Perspective  

Teresa Chavarria Gimenez, Sub-Director General for Health Research, 
Madrid Health Ministry

Q&A

- Parliament Perspective - Rapporteur for the Access to Medicines Report
 
Soledad Cabezon Ruiz, Member of the European Parliament - Video 
Message

- Patient Perspective

Natacha Bolanos, Spanish Group for Cancer Patients, GEPAC

Q&A

- Industry Perspective

Javier Urzay, Deputy Director, Farmaindustria

Q&A

15.50 – 16.00            Discussion & Conclusions

Denis Horgan, Executive Director, EAPM
Robin Doeswijk, European Affairs, European Hematology Association
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