
                                                            

IAPM Meeting 
“Making Access to Personalised Medicine a Reality for Patients”

26 September 2016
Aula Absidale Santa Lucia, Via De' Chiari 25

Bologna, Italy

Background

The Brussels-based European Alliance for Personalised Medicine will host a meeting in the historical 
capital of the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy, Bologna, on 26 September.

The city has been an urban centre of the country since at least 1000 BC, with settlements coming under
the rule, variously, of the Etruscans, Celts and Romans.

It is home to the University of Bologna, which was founded in 1088 and is the oldest university in the 
world.

The full-day event in September will see a meeting of the Italian Alliance for Personalised Medicine 
(IAPM), which was launched in Milan earlier this year.

In consort with EAPM’s ‘Taking Stock’ theme at the 2016 annual conference held in April, the IAPM 
seeks to take stock of where stakeholders should go next relating to the implementation of the Council 
conclusions on personalised medicine that were supported by all health ministers during the 
Luxembourg Presidency of the EU.

The aim remains to support the Member States, the European Commission, the European Parliament, 
and identify how experts can aid them in shaping an environment for personalised medicine.

Various projects are in the pipeline that could come under the IMI programmes and qualify for general 
EU support, and one purpose of the Bologna event is to highlight a number of opportunities for these 
future projects.

Many relevant and regional political stakeholders from Italy have already participated in IMI projects, 
and EAPM and IAPM hope to engage their support, and also that of relevant EU partners, in order for 
the goals of personalised medicine’s key stakeholders to be achieved more quickly.

The event will epitomise a strategic approach, developing major points and allowing a cross-section of 
audiences from industry, science and research communities to come together.  

In the relatively short time since it was formed, EAPM has been in the vanguard of raising the profile 
and explaining the possibilities of personalised medicine in Europe. This is not only among MEPs and 
European Commission officials, but also among stakeholders across the health arena as well as the 
general public. 

In recent years this has created an observable institutional shift in policy due to the issues that the 
Alliance has put forward through its multi-stakeholder membership and bottom-up policy making. 

EAPM is firmly of the belief that the integration of personalised medicine, based largely on the use and
application of the genetic sciences, offers the best chance of giving the right treatment to the right 
patient at the right time. 
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This will enhance the quality of life of a patient (and in many cases save it), keep him or her out of 
expensive hospitals and surgeries, and extend the ability of a citizen to work and, therefore, contribute 
to the economy. 

EAPM maintains that, following the clear failure of a one-size-fits-all mentality in which doctors treat 
by population averages rather than by the individual (including his or her life-style choices), the 
personalised medicine approach is the best way forward. But it can only be ‘forward together’.

Expected outcomes  

It is necessary to formulate a patient-centred strategy involving national decision makers and regulators
in the arena of public health, to enable the EU and Member States to contribute to integrating 
personalised medicine into clinical practice while enabling much-greater access for patients. 

Participants

Attendees will be drawn from key stakeholders whose interaction will create a cross-sectoral, highly 
relevant and dynamic discussion forum. These participants will include public health decision makers, 
representatives from the European Commission, Members of the Parliament, patient organisations, and 
umbrella organisations representing interest groups and associations actively engaged in the field. Each
session will comprise panel discussions as well as Q&A sessions to allow the best-possible 
involvement of all participants.

AGENDA

09.00 - 09.30                  Welcome Coffee

09.30 – 10.00 Welcome Speech: 

Giovanni Martinelli, M.D., Hematology Professor, Institute of Hematology 
Denis Horgan, Executive Director, European Alliance for Personalised 
Medicine 
Gabriella Pravettoni, University of Milan

                                       

10.00 – 10.30                 Opening Statements: 

Giuseppe Paruolo, Councillor of the Emilia-Romagna Region
Antonino Rotolo,  Vice-Rector for Research, Bologna University 

                                       
10.30 – 11.45                EU Approach to develop PM 

Mary Baker, Past President, European Brain Council
Laura Valli, Conseillère - Santé publique et Produits pharmaceutiques, 
Luxembourg Ministry of Health 
Charlotte Videbaek, Innovation to Market, Per Med Europe

Q&A
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11.40 – 13.00              Session I: What are the primary tasks and responsibilities in European 
                                     Approach to healthcare 

 
Chair: Denis Horgan, Executive Director, European Alliance for 
Personalised Medicine

Gilberto Riggi, Vice President Medical at Astrazeneca Italy
 Gennaro Ciliberto, Istituto Nazionale Tumori Fondazione G. Pascale 
Francesco De Lorenzo, ECPC President
Sergio Venturi, Regional Assessor for health policies (TBC)

12.45 – 14.15 Lunch

14.15 – 16.00 Session 2: Central Structural issues in Europe

Chair: Dr. Niccolò Contucci, General Director, Italian Association for
Cancer Research - AIRC

 How can Approaches to better healthcare in the European Union be improved?
Giovanni Codacci Pisanelli, Assistant Professor of Medical Oncology, Rome 
University
Elio Rossi, Tuscan Network of Integrative Medicine - General Health 

Q&A

16.00 – 16.30 Conclusions

Giovanni Martinelli, M.D., Hematology Professor, Institute of Hematology 
Denis Horgan, Executive Director, European Alliance for Personalised 
Medicine
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